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Introduction 

Purposes 

The Downtown Design Guidelines are a set of voluntary standards in-

tended to encourage thoughtful and well-designed projects in Waynes-

boroôs downtown area. Implemented over time, these guidelines will 

enlarge the downtown business district creating a cohesive area where 

people seek to work, live, and be entertained. The guidebook uses text, 

photographs, and drawings to illustrate preferred site layouts, street-

scapes, building architectures, lighting arrangements, and signage 

schemes. It is expected that property owners, developers, and their de-

signers can use this guidance to make sound design decisions by as they 

renovate or construct new buildings in downtown area. Through these ef-

forts, peopleôs attitudes towards the Cityôs aesthetics and economic viabil-

ity will be improved, thus encouraging other property owners to reinvest in 

their property. Finally, this guidebook is meant to provide city staff, Plan-

ning Commissioners, and City Councilors with a set of principles and crite-

ria as they review and approve development proposals in the downtown 

area. 
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Planning Process 

Earlier documents, including the 1986 Downtown Plan and Physical 
Analysis, the 1989 Waynesboro Downtown Development Project and the 
2001 Downtown Revitalization Master Plan, serve as a foundation for 
these design guidelines. However, this document represents the first spe-
cific set of design tools. 
 
During the guidebookôs preparation process, Waynesboro Downtown De-
velopment Inc. through its Design Committee, worked with City planning 
staff to develop the concept and to write guidelines. The drafted design 
guidelines were presented to the downtown property owners, business 
operators, and other key stakeholders. Their input was then used to fur-
ther shape the guidelines that a majority of the downtown owners could 
support. With their support, the WDDI Design committee presented the 
revised final guidelines to the City Planning Commission and City Council. 
City Council was asked to adopt the guidelines as an official policy in the 
Cityôs Comprehensive Plan. The Downtown Design Guidelines were 
adopted on XXX, XX, XXXX. 
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